Brookline Preservation Commission
Lift of Stay Report

Address 774 Boylston Street 51 Reservoir Road
Owner. Redemptoris Mater Seminary

Building Type: Rectory and Dormitory

National Register Listing (if Applicable)N/A

Historical/Architectural Significance:

774 Boylston Street:

The rectoryat 774 Boylston Street sits on the InfargukeSt. Lawrence Roman CatholRarish omplexalongside a

church and garagén 1895, Father Lawrence J. Morpsirchased landlong Boylston Stredtom the Heattiamily to
create a place of worship for Brooklinebs siThefirsf i cant
building constructed on the site was the English Gothic Rexgtydé churchwhichopened its doors ih898andwas

enlarged in 1913 to accommodate a rapidly expanding congreggtiertransitional Shingle StyleudorRevival rectory
wasconstructed shostlafter,in 1900, and expanded in 1926. A twar garage was erected on the site in 1916. Building
permits confirm that all construction on the site, with the exception of the garage, were designéddsph Untersee, a
Swissborn, Brooklinebasedarchtect. Although he was primarily known for his ecclesiastical designs in New England
and New York, he also completed commissions for public, commercial, and residential buildings in Brookline, including
the Brookline Savings Bank and the Public Bath House.

51 Reservoir Road:

In 1888, Thomas O6Donnell, a coachman, owned a 30, 35€
bounded by Pound Lane (Now Reservoir Road), Boylston Street, the Catholic Church, and Town land. Within the
followingf i ve years, Ob6Donnell had demolished his house ar

ownership of 5 and developing frame buildings, includihtpast one triplelecker, on 3. He developed the lot of 51
ReservoiiRoadin 1905, commissiang Michael D. Mealy & Co, a Brookline firm, to design and build a triple decker on
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the site while he resided at nearby 786 Boylston Street. Early tenants of the property included a valet, coachman, and :
minister at the adjacent St. Lawrence Church.

Thetipleedecker at 51 Reservoir Road was constructed base:
Housed, the Kirr andeckeHowned ey Potrick Kirrgnednstraectedhaxtidgota gear prior.
Od6Donnel | an dve had a peraonat relatianghip lagathe former sold the latter the lot of 55 Reservoir Road;
both resided at 786 Boylston Street, which appears to have been-gamilitiresidence owned b 6 D o n ané thoth

used the same design and builder for theiegtment properties.

The property was found significant under the following criteria:

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectatal, cultu
political, economic, or social history the town or Commonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a grbupdufigs.

Lift of Stay:

At its August 30 2022 hearing, the Preservation Commission voted to uphold the finding of significance for the propertie
at 774 Boylston Street and 519Revoir Road. The applicargturned to the Comission to request to lithe stayon

November 1, 2022, where the Commission expressed concern miasbmgdesign of the dome, the cladding, the lack

of fenestration on the Boylston Strdating elevation, and the relationship of the new structure to the two historic
buildingsand voted to continue the applicatiofit the January 1, 2023 Brookline Preservation Commission hearing, the
applicant returned again with plans that proposed modest changes to the massing, an alternative wall cladding, and
additional windows on the Bostion Streefacing elevation. The Commission responded negatively to théome

cladding the severe features of the design, angtbposedlinth. The Commission subsequenthguested that the

applicant explore options that retain the integrity of the rectegardless of the detriment to the triplecker, and

significant vievshed.

The applicant has returned with revised plansdtiampt o addr es s t designocBGreemiMost sotaloiyn 6 s

the applicant is now proposing sindgmelimestonecladding, the weight of the mass has been shifted towards the triple
decker, protecting the legibility of the rectory when viewed from Boylston Street, and the plinth hesdes@med as a
continuationof the stone wall on the site. The Commission should review the plans and determine whether the applican
has adequatelgddressed its concerns.
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Aerial view of the propertylpoking east

Aerial view of the property, looking south
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Aerial view of the property, looking north
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